CURRICULUM VITAE

NAME: Benjamin J Alves



DOB: 19/05/1984

ADDRESS: 12 Beech Street


      Middlewich


      Cheshire, CW10 9BT

EMAIL: ben@mezzaninedesign.co.uk

WEBSITE: mezzaninedesign.co.uk

EDUCATION:   St Edwards C of E Comprehensive School, Romford



September 1995 – July 2000



St Edwards Sixth Form



September 2000 – July 2002

QUALIFICATIONS:
A Level Subject



Grade



Art




D




GCSE Subject



Grade




Art




B




English Language


B




English Literature


B




Mathematics



C




French




C




Office Applications


C




Religious Studies


C




Science Double Award


CC




D & T Resistant Materials

C




D & T Graphics Products


D




RSA Computer Literacy & Information Technology Stage 1

PERSONAL PROFILE:

I am a hardworking individual who strives to accomplish meritorious standards in all work undertaken; highly motivated with the ability to work on my own initiative. I have experience in both being a team player and leading a team, and one who provides appreciation and willingness to suggestions from team-members. Something I am enthusiastic about is performing to high standards, even in pressurised environments and under strict deadlines. I am dedicated, open to challenges and happy to train in order to enhance existing skills. 

INTERESTS:

I have many hobbies and interests outside of the work environment, a lot of which involve creative arts of some form such as playing music, art, graphic design, music production, and video editing. I also enjoy spending time with friends and family, walking, reading and films.

EXPERIENCE:

Whilst I was studying for my A Levels in sixth form college, I trained and passed my lifeguarding qualification. This allowed me to earn alongside my studies and when I completed my A Level course, I went on to focus on working at the leisure centre.

After working as a lifeguard for two years, I was offered a position in youth and schools work in East London, working for my local church. This time involved training in these two areas, as well as learning skills in administration, leadership of teams, communication to different age ranges, public speaking, and the organisation of various trips, events and activities.

After working in East London for two years I applied for a Youth Pastor position in Middlewich, Cheshire. This role had similar responsibilities to my previous post but with the addition of working in a team of youth workers within a dedicated youth centre and café community facility in the town centre. The mentoring and development of young people was at the core of this role.

In the summer of 2007 my role changed from Youth Pastor to Youth Director, with me taking on a new team of four youth workers at the centre in town. My responsibilities grew with me having to learn, through experience and training, new skills such as management of people, connecting with different youth organisations and building relationships with other youth workers across the county, envisioning and organising a wide range of projects, events and activities with the aim of pushing creative boundaries to provide young people with the best facilities and experiences as possible.

Since starting the Mezzanine Design project in 2000, I have used learnt and developed many skills in graphic design. I have worked alongside several self-employed graphic designers who have taught, challenged and invested into my skills and abilities from the creative to the practical side of design. I have had many commission based projects over the past nine years ranging from website design to event publicity, from tshirt design to company logo and branding development. 

I have a passion for graphic design and am continually looking for ways to develop current and learn new skills, techniques and processes. I do this through tutorials in spare time, spending time with design mentors and constantly pushing myself to broaden my creative boundaries. Areas I am looking to move into in future are video production using Adobe Premier and After Effects, music production currently using Cubase, and my own art work and illustration.  

For a full portfolio of previous and current work, please visit www.mezzaninedesign.co.uk

SKILLS AND ACHIEVEMENTS:

· During time in East London, I received two awards for ‘Outstanding Service to Young People’

· Line manager to five people of varying ages, both older and younger than myself, whilst leading one of the biggest youth works in the town

· Commissioned to produce a variety of freelance graphic design projects through a self developed creative arts project titled ‘Mezzanine Design’. This came about through learning various design and media software through experience

· I have more recently been involved in writing, performing and producing music for various settings
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